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from other parts of the kingdom. Attention has already
been drawn to the continued importance of Stourbridge and
Bartholomew fair1. St. Ives was still " most notable for
provisions of fish " ; and even St. Botolph would seem to
have revived, for in 1665 it was described as " a fair of
note, whereto there is usually extraordinary resort out of
several parts of the kingdom " 2. In Queen Elizabeth's reign
Harrison in his Description of England wrote : " There are
very few " large towns " that have not one or two fairs or
more within the compass of the year assigned unto them by
the prince. And albeit that some of them are not much
better than . . . the common kirkrnesses beyond the sea,
yet there are divers not inferior to the greatest marts in
Europe"3. During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
English fairs certainly declined in relative importance.
They were no longer the only and perhaps not even the
chief centres of traffic, for the towns had steadily grown in
prosperity and in their ability to meet the requirements
of the community ; beyond this point it seems impossible
to go4.
1 Supra, p. 230.                                  2 Thompson, Boston, 345.
3  W. Harrison, Description of England (ed. F. J. Furnivall, 1877), 303.
4  For the importance of Stourbridge fair in the eighteenth century', see
the interesting Historical Account of Sturbridge, Bury, and the most Famous
Fairs in Europe and America.